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Your Committee 

Editorôs Notes 
 

On the Cover:  At Ambury, the Jedi F3B model of Neal Moss, gets into the air. 
 
 
Hi everyone,  
 
Bit smaller issue than normal this time around. The fact is that the long hot summer is well and truly behind us 
now and the weather is now no longer very stable - hence not much flying to be had of late! 
Not even the odd slope session has been taken, due mainly, to the change in wind direction. 
 
Amazing, just how fast this year has gone... in just over two months the Mid Winter Thermal Thaw will be 
hosted by the club at Ambury!  (See Page 7 for details.)  
If the weather behaves, why not venture out and enjoy a fun day. 
 
Congratulations to the winners in the club points. (See pages 5 & 6 for details) 
Also to all those that competed as well.  
As I indicate in my Recording Officerôs report (See page 8) this last flying year has seen more members  
compete than has been the case for some time. 
Just a pity that all the work that goes into preparing the Club Flying Calendar, seems to be a waste of time 
when nobody nowadays seems very interested in flying any club competitions anymore. 
Maybe we need to decide at the next AGM, just whether a flying calendar/recording officer is now required in 
the future perhaps. 
 
Thanks to Paul Parker for his article on Radian modifications.  (See Pages  11 & 12) 
 
Thatôs all from me. 
Happy soaring,  
 
Brett 
 

President Andrew Reid 6346806 andrewrei@gmail.com 

Secretary /  
Treasurer 

Ted Bealing 5283720 ted@pl.net 

Club Captain     Dave Crook (07) 824 7821 chloecat@xtra.co.nz 

Recording Officer       Brett Robinson 2768592 brettrob@orcon.net.nz 

Bulletin Editor  Brett Robinson 2768592 brettrob@orcon.net.nz 

Bulletin Contributions      Membership 
  Please forward contributions to the editor at:             Please forward any subscriptions or enquiries to:   

300 Massey Road                              Ted Bealing  
              Mangere                              36 Ripon Cres    
         Email ï brettrob@orcon.net.nz                        Meadowbank 
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Coming Events  

AS - AucklandSoar championship points   

 May 2015     

3rd 
F3K - Tasks B, D, G & 

H only 

NDC  

AS 
Ambury 

10th Fly for Fun AS Ambury 

17th ALES Electric Event AS Ambury 

24th Fly for Fun AS Ambury 

31st Thermal A AS Ambury 

 June 2015     

7th 
Thermal Thaw 

2015 
AS Ambury 

14th ALES Electric Event AS Ambury 

21st Fly for Fun AS Ambury 

28th 
Thermal B  

(10 Minute) 
AS Ambury 



 

FYING AT AMBURY  
 

 

As we donôt want to get on the wrong side of the Rangersé. remember: 
If we do get that perfect day and you feel the need to have a fly; you get to Ambury and there are no 
people  
flying or sheep on our usual field Do NOT just wander in and fly. 
Please, take the time to find one of the Rangers and seek their permission to fly on the field. 
(See also below for a new method of contacting the farm staff) 
 

Also do Not just drive onto the field without seeking permission to do so first. 
(The park staff can get a bit annoyed if you just drive on in - as the field can be quite soft  
underfoot - especially over the winter months - and cars do cut it up a fair bit.  
We have a good relationship with the Park Rangers - letôs not ruin it. 

Also Note - Ambury is now a non-smoking park! 
 

Field Safety 
Just remember to get another person to check that model over Before you fly, even if you have flown 
it last week. 
Also, donôt just walk a couple of paces into the field or away from the cars and just throw the model 
off.  
Most Sundayôs there are quite large numbers of people in the park including children - so you need to 
ensure if anything were to go wrong that you are a sufficient distance away from them for safety. 
Our tenure of the site depends on our good safety record - lets not put it at risk! 
 

 

AN ALTERNATE METHOD OFF CONTACTING THE FARM 
STAFF AT AMBURY  

 

If you have been to Ambury recently, you will have seen the small hut that has 
been erected off the road near the fence of the field we use. This is an informa-
tion centre for the park and also contains a phone link to the farm staff. 
A small point is that there is No óhandleô to pick up! 
We assume you use the  button below the speaker? 
 

Club Notices  
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CLUB POINTS UPDATE 
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2014/2015 
THERMAL CHAMPIONSHIP - FINAL 

  
Thermal 

Thaw 
Thermal A Thermal B Thermal J Thermal H 

Soarfest 

2015 
  

NAME 8/06/2014 1/06/2014 29/06/2013 7/09/2014 23/11/2014 14/15/02/15 TOTAL 

Ted Bealing  3 5 4 3 1 4 20 

Tony Gribble   4 5 2 2   13 

Dave Ackery   3 7 1     11 

Andrew Reid 2   6     1 9 

Brett Robinson     8       8 

Dave Larsen     3     5 8 

Chris Kaiser           6 6 

Dave Ahuriri   2 1       3 

Aneil Patel           3 3 

Ernst Klein     2       2 

Neal Moss           2 2 

Bryan Leeves 1           1 

Paul Parker   1         1 

2014/2015   
ELECTRIC CHAMPIONSHIP - FINAL 

  ALES ALES  ALES ALES ALES Soarfest TTLS 

NAME 18/08/2014 15/06/2014 13/07/2014 18/08/2014 11/01/2015 14/15/02/15   

Ted Bealing 7 5 7     5 24 

Andrew Reid 2 4 2 7   1 16 

Dave Ahuriri 6 3   5     14 

Bradley Smith 5     6     11 

Tony Gribble   2 6 1 1   10 

Chris Jackson 9           9 

Alvah Brickhill     5 4     9 

Ernst Klein 3     3   3 9 

Aneil Patel 8           8 

Dave Ackery 1   3 2   2 8 

Dave Larsen 4         4 8 

Brett Robinson   1 4       5 

David Strange     1       1 



CLUB POINTS UPDATE 
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2014/2015  
OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP - FINAL 

  Thermal Electric Slope TOTAL 

NAME       POINTS 

Ted Bealing  20 24   44 

Andrew Reid 9 16   25 

Tony Gribble 13 10   23 

Dave Ackery 11 8   19 

Dave Ahuriri 3 14   17 

Dave Larsen 8 8   16 

Brett Robinson 8 5   13 

Bryan Leeves 10 1   11 

Paul Parker 10 1   11 

Bradley Smith   11   11 

Aneil Patel 3 8   11 

Ernst Klein 2 9   11 

Chris Jackson   9   9 

Alvah Brickhill   9   9 

Chris Kaiser 6     6 

Neal Moss 2     2 

David Strange   1   1 
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Yet another year rolls by and basically, again, the same people compete and the same people finish up in 
(more or less) the same positions on the Annual Points sheet. Again, as with previous yearôs, no slope  
competitions were flown! 
 
Compared to the 8 in 2013/2014, we only flew 6 Thermal cops in the 2014/2015 year. This is no real surprise 
as there seems to be a major shift away from contest flying within the club. 
Also, more people actually flew in the 2014/2015 comps than flew in the 2012/2013 season in terms of  
numbers, (13 last year and 18 this year.) Interesting stat that! 
This came about due to many new members coming into the club and being encouraged to óhave a goô when 
a contest was scheduled and was actually run. 
 
The Soarfest held in February 2015 was in terms of entrants about the same as previous yearsô numbers. 
However, it should be noted that there were 12  in the óopenô class and also 12 entered the Sportsman event  
 
Overall, if you look at just the activity at Ambury, there has been a quite significant shift away from any sort of  
competition flying! The shift seems to be to just fun, sport electric flying. 
However the rise of the Radian and the introduction of the ALES Electric Classes may well be where the  
future of the club lies perhaps? 
  
Anyway, congratulations to this years winners!  

 
OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP     THERMAL CHAMPS       ELECTRIC CHAMPS 
   1. Ted Bealing              1. Ted Bealing      1. Ted Bealing  
   2.  Andrew Reid        2. Tony Gribble     2.  Andrew Reid 
   3. Tony Gribble         3.  Dave Ackery     3.  Dave Ahuriri  

 

Another typical year for both the Newsletter and the website, yet again, it has to be said. 
 
Hits on the web site showed an decrease in the last 12 months of: 
2015 - 2010  
2014 - 2174    

 
The above totals still show that our Newsletter is read by considerably more people than the core of  
AucklandSoar membership! Having said that , I do ôpostô  the Newsletter notifications to both the NZ Soaring 
Group and several overseas and ex-members of the club as well.   
 
On the Newsletter front, thanks yet again to those that helped out with copy for the newsletter over the past 
yearé. may this long continue! 
As I said last year, having a couple of digital cameraôs at my disposal, has in many ways been a huge help as 
you can then make the newsletter more of a visual rather than a text based publication. 
  
One last thing, as Iôve said many, many  times beforeé.  
Itôs Your Newsletter, not mine - so whatever goes in it must be what You, the membership, want!  
 
 
Brett Robinson 
Recording Officer / Newsletter Editor / Web Editor. 
 
 
  
    
 

Newsletter / Web Editorôs Report 

Recording Officerôs Report 
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Ambury News 
Seen recently on the field..... on the 22nd March 

(Top Left) - Ted Bealing launches his electric Orion. 
                                                   (Top Right) - Ted Bealing & Chris Kaiser discuss how to setup the club trainer radio.  
 

 
(Middle Left) -  Tony Gribble and his Tomboy doing a low fly-past.. 
                     (Middle Right) - Four wise men?  
 
(Above Left) - Ted Bealing confers with a prospective member on how to best set up new ARF glider . 
 

                                  
            (Above Right) - The flight line on what was a very pleasant day weather-wise. 
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Ambury News 
Seen recently on the field..... on the 12th April 

(Above Top Left) -  the flight line on a bit of a windy and overcast day. In the foreground Neal Moss gets his Jedi 
F3B model assembled . 
 
(Above Right) -  Andrew Reid and friends having a discussion. 
 
(Above) - Andrew and friends in the foreground with Neal Moss and Ted Bealing flying  out on the field. 
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Radian Modifications                                                             Paul Parker 

From the Workbench 

After my first Radian was damaged, beyond repair in my eyes, I thought I'd better get a new one ordered. However, I 
under estimated Tony Gribbles repair skills and I have been flying the damaged Radian ever since and the new model 
sat gathering dust. I then came across a Paul Naton article on mods to improve the Radian and I decided to try some of 
the ideas that he was suggesting on my new Radian. 
We all know about the tendency to loop under power and this models constant flirting with porpoises, Paul Naton puts 
forward some fixes for these problems which I decide to try. 
  
According to Mr Naton the Radian comes out of the box with a lot of up Elevator built in due to the Decalage angle being 
ñwrongò and that this could be corrected by lifting the leading edge of the horizontal stabiliser, the dimension suggested 
was between 5 & 6mm but this had to be determined by checking the 
Decalage of the model. Not having an incidence meter I merely  
levelled the wing by measuring the height from a datum ( flat work 
bench ) to the centre of the airfoil ( estimated ) at the leading &  
trailing edges of the airfoil. With the wing airfoil ñlevelò I then  
measured the height from the datum at the leading & trailing edge of 
the stab. Sure enough, the leading edge was 5mm lower than the 
trailing edge giving the built in up elevator condition. 
To correct this I simply un-screwed the stab mounting and  
repositioned it with the leading edge 5mm higher, thus setting the 
stab  
parallel to the wing airfoil. 
  
Along with this mod Naton recommends changing the CoG from the 
ñout of the boxò 63mm to between 80 -100mm, as a beginner the 
80mm CG is recommended and this is what I aimed for when setting 
up the model. To achieve the 80mm I need to get some weight into 
the tail even though I dropped the battery size down to an 850mah instead of a  1300. 
Rather than add dead weight Naton strengthened up the tail area with ply inserted in the tail / fuse area, more stiffening 
and finally some lead. Not having a Dremel tool to slot the fuse to take ply I simply epoxied some lead into the fuse un-
der the tail and added some tape for durability. Final CG is around 83mm. 
  
So that is pretty much what I took from the article, I dispensed with covering the wing in tape as I didn't see what this 
would achieve and decided that fitting flaperons would not allow me to compete in a Radian ALES. 
  
I did make some other changes apart from those above 
are and they are as follows:  

¶ Dubro fitting at the horns. 

¶ Heavy clear tape on the leading edge for  
  protection. 

¶ Web tape over wing cut out section and at rear of 
fuselage. 

¶ Epoxyed in the tubes that the control wires run 
through into the fuse to stiffen. 

¶ Fitted bulkhead behind the motor and some  
  stiffening. 

¶ Removed the plastic battery mounts and opened 
out the slot between fuse halves to take a velcro 
mounted 850 mAh battery.  

¶ Velcro mounted the ESC and fitted a small ñshelfò 
to mount an altimeter on velcro and give me easy 
access to it. Altimeter is a #2 Basic  

    www.rc-electronics.org. 

¶ Closed up all forward facing ventilation holes in the hope of assuring accurate Altimeter operation. Short motor 
runs should prevent over heating ? 

¶ Remove all decals and apply my ñstandardò paint scheme and varnish to harden foam and weather proof. 
  
 
 
To next page.... 
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Radian Modifications                                                             Paul Parker 

From the Workbench 

From previous pageé 
 
So now all that's left is to fly it. I have read different reviews as to the decalage, CG mods. Some are full of praise and 
others flew the model straight into the ground ! I will probably make the test flight with some up elevator trim and the al-
timeter disconnected until I get the feel for the aircraft. 
Test Flight Easter Sunday. 
Only a skeleton crew of Aneil, Ted, Tony and my-self at the field and once the first rain shower passed I decided to have 
a few flights with my old Radian. No surprises there and a good time was had by all. With gathering rain clouds I thought 
it best get the new modified Radian in the air. 
The wind strength was low and steady but I was expecting it to increase as the rain clouds moved in. I dialled in some 
up trim and sent her on her way. 
  
My initial thoughts are as follows:  
Climb was true with no tendency to loop. I did give some up elevator but there was plenty of movement in the elevator 
remaining so next time I will launch with the elevator trim at neutral and give more up. Seemed strange NOT to be  
pushing the stick forward and fighting a loop! 
  
I got to altitude and noticed if I pointed the nose down I had to use the elevator up to return to level flight rather than just 
let go and let the plane fly itself level. More responsive in pitch but requires more ñflyingò and will not get itself out of 
trouble. 
  
Rudder response is not as sensitive as on my old Radian which is a good thing. 
  
Speed. This model seems to fly faster than the old one, it came whistling over my head, not heard that with the old one. 
  
I managed to land with no drama and with rain imminent we all packed up. 
  
Summary: 
First impressions are good. The modified Radian flew quicker and straighter with no hint of porpoise or looping on climb 
out. It does need more pilot input. 
Mr Naton also promises more visual clues to rising air but I was unable to confirm that during this flight. 
  
Conclusion: 
With just the one flight it feels a better aircraft than the stock Radian. I'll see how we go. 
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Yes, believe it or not the club does actually have a pretty  
Comprehensive Soaring-based DVD Library that is available to all members. 

Quite a range of titles are available. 
Just contact: 

Ted Bealing  ted@pl.net  or  Andrew Reid  andrewrei@gmail.com 
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CLUB DVD LIBRARY 

 

Slope Newz 
Impromptu Slope Meet at Mangere Mountain on 8th March 

(Above Top Left & Right) -  returning member Dave Morgan indulging in a bit of Dynamic Soaring . According to 
the hand-held speed radar used by Neal Moss, he was getting some good speeds up. 
 
(Above Left) -  Neal Moss checks out his moulded slope machine . 
 
(Above Right) - Tony Gribble, Laurie Jackson, Neal Moss & Dave Morgan discussing slope models and the  
conditions on the ôhillô.  
 

mailto:ted@pl.net
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